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r)ccclnbel I O .  2002 

Via FEDEX 
Marlcnc I I. I)ortch. Secretary 
Federal Conimuiiications Commission 
O f f i c e  0 1 '  11ir Seci.etary 
9300 F.iist I lanipton Drivc 
Capitol I Iciglits. MD 20743 

RE: Ilard copies ol'clectronically filed comments in W T  Docket No. 96-86, and Motion to Accept Latc Filcd 
C'onimenti 

Lkar  Ms. Dortch: 

Included arc an original and 4 copies ol'the coinmenls ofM/A-COM Private Radio Systems, Inc.  which 
Ihii\c alrcad)' heen f i led electronicall) i n  the a b o w  referenced docket. These commenls are in response to the 
S i ~ t l i  hut ice  ol'Proposed Ruleniaking, FC'C 02-272. i n  the above referenced docket. 

Also included arc an original and four copies o f a  Motion lo Accept Late Filed Comments. The 
I.Meclrunic Comment Filing System would not accept these MIA-COM comments until after the 12 p.m. 
dcadline on Deceniber 9. 2002. The comments were electronically filed at 8 a.m. on December 10, 2002. 

1tt l ie i .e a x  anq questions. please do not hesitate to contact me. 1 can be reached at (434) 385-2465. 

Sinccrcly. 



Before the 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
Washington, U.C. 

In  the Matter of 

 the Development o f  Operational, 1 
Tcclinical and Spectrum Requirements 1 

Public Safety Agency Corninunication j 
Requircments rhrough the Year 2010 1 

For Meeting Federal. State and Local ) WT Docket No. 96-86 

MOTION TO ACCEPT LATE FILED COMMENTS 

MP-COM Private Radio Syslcnis. Inc. (MIA-COM) hereby requests that the 

Coinmission accept tlie M/A-COM comments to the Sixth Notice oCProposed Rulemaking' in 

tlie iibo\'e rercrcnced docket. As discusscd below. the M/A-COM comments were not timely 

f i l cd  due to  cit.ciimslances beyond the control of M/A.COM. Acceptance of such late filed 

coinmenh is in  the public interest. 

I'he Sixth Nolicc o f  Proposed Rulemaking was adopted by the Commission on 

Septcmber 27. 2002 and released by the Commission on October 4,2002. The document was 

jtlhscquentlq published in the Fcderal Register' and a commenl due date of December 9, 2002 

\ \ a h  cstablishcd 

M/A-COM has engaged in numcrous discussions and meetings, both intrrnally and 

exrcrnally. to ile\,elop the M/A-[.'OM positions on the issues raised in the Sixth Notice of 

Proposed Rulemaking. These discussions and meetings have taken place both before and after 

thc adoption of thc SixCh Notice of' Proposed Rulemaking 

' S ihl l i  Nolice oTProposed Rulemaking, Wl Docket No. 96-86, FCC 02-272 
IFcdenil Kcgistsr. Vol.  67, No 2 17. p q c  68079 (November 8. 2002) 

http://M/A.COM


Acttial preparation of  the draft MIA-COM comments began after the establishment oi’ [he 

commciil due datc. such that the filial di.aft form of the M/A-CUM comments was completed by 

L)ecembcr 2. 2002. The only difference bciueen the final draft form of the MIA-COM 

commcnts and the actual MIA-COM comments, which were electronically filed on December 

10. 2002. uere some gi-aniinatical and typographical error corrections. After returning from a 

West Coast business trip. the principal author of the MIA-COM comments implemented the 

gi~amniatical ant1 L> pographical error corrections previously noted. The M/A-COM comments 

Here in a form and format suitable for electronic liling by noon, EST, on December 9; 2002, the 

comnient dtic date. 

At appi.oxiniatcly 4 p.m. ES’r on December 9,2002, the undersigned began attempting to 

electi-onically file the M/A-COM comments through the Commission’s Electronic Comment 

I:iling Syslcm (ECFS). For the next s e ~ e i i  plus hours. the undersigned made numerous attempts 

to lilc the M/A-COM comments through EC‘FS. all to no avail. The filing attempts were made 

on multiple conipurers liom inul~iplc locations. all with the same results. After completing the 

FI(~’FS Co\ei. Sheet. attaching the appropriate tile, and pushing [he ”Send Attached File to FCC” 

button, niost of the undersigned’s attempts resulted i n  nothing happening. After a minute or two 

thc connection would simply time 0111. Eventually. as i t  got later in  the evening, thc 

undersigncd’s attempts began to receivc a message that the ECFS server was not answering or 

was otherwise unavailable. and i t  was suggestcd to try again later. Finally, after trying many. 

many times. the undersigned was able to electronically tile the MIA-COM comments at about 8 

;1.111. 011 Decemhcr I O ,  2002. A printed copy ol‘the FCC Confirmation for this successful attempt 

is attached icreto. 

M/A-COM helieves that \vliile the sticcessful filing of its comments may be technically 

late because i t  came attcr the midnight deadline. M/A-COM also believes that the effect ofthis 



~ccl inicnl l~ late liling is di, n7inimi.v 'The actual fi l ing occurred at or before the beginning of the 

next business day. such that thc contcnts of the  MIA-COM filing were availablc to thc 

C'oniinission staff and other intcrzsted parties at csseniially the same time as those comments, if 

any. that mct thc midnight deadline. Thc Coninmission staff has the same amount oftime to 

e\ aluate i l ic M/A-C.'OM comments as i t  has to evaluate others' comments. Other intcrested 

partics also lhact' h e  sanic amount of time to consider the MIA-COM comments as they have to 

cwluate others' comments in  the preparation of responsive Reply Comments, which are due on 

Deceinbcr 23.2002.  

M/A-('OM does not belicvc that any party will be prejudiced if the Commission accepts 

tlie Iatc tiled M/.\-COM conumenrs. In fact. M/A-COM believes that accepting the MIA-COM 

late ti lctl coinmcnts is in the oublic interest because i t  will facilitate the establishment o f a  

complcte record as the Commission crafts additional rulcs in this critical public safety 

pi.oceeding. M/A-COM and its predeccssors have been active and significant participants in this 

public safet) pi-oceeding from the oulsct. Re,jecting the M/A-COM comments on the grounds of 

a siniill. technical tiin, \)iolation beyond the control ofM/A-COM, and which has no impact on 

the Commission's process. would lcave a significant hole in the record of this proceeding 

WtlF.REI~ORE. for the rcasons set forth above, MIA-COM requests that the Commission 

iicccpt t l ie  i\/I!A-<'OM comincnts to the Sixth Notice of  Proposed Rulemaking in W ~ l  Docket No. 

9b-80. 
Kespec~~ully Submitted, 
M/A-COM Private Radio Systems, Inc 

Deceinbci. IO. 2002 
Lykhburg, VA 24501 
(434) 385-2465 



C r b S  Corninen1 Submission: CONFIRMATION Page 1 of I 

COMMENT 

T h e  FCC A c k n o w l e d g e s  Receipt o f  C o m m e n t s  From ... 

... and Thank You for Your Comments 
M/A-COM Private Radio Systems, Inc. 

Miciosofi Word 

You r  Conf i rmal iun Number is: '2U011210756'~09 

Date Received: Dec 10 2002 

Docket: 96-86 

Number o f  Filer Transmitted: I 

II 11 File Name 1) File Typc 

T h i s  conf i rmat ion verifies tha t  ECPS has received and  
accepted your filing. However, y o u r  filing w i l l  be rejected 
hy KCFS if i t  contains macros, passwords, redl ining, 
rcad-only formatt ing, a v i rus  o r  automatcd l inks  to 
sourcc documcnts t h a t  i s  no t  inc luded w i t h  y o u r  filing. 
F i l r r s  arc  cncouraged to rct r ieve and  v iew the i r  filing 
within 24 hours of receipt o f  this Confirmation. F o r  
any proh lems contact thc  H e l p  Desk a t  202-418-0193. 

Initiate a Submisrioii 1 Search ECFS 1 Return to ECFS Home Page 

12: I 0/02 


